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Kevin Riford 
3038 Michael Drive 
North Tonawanda, NY 14210 
E-mail: kevinriford4@protonmail.com 
 
July 20, 2026 
 
Subject: Request for Review and Investigation of Assault on March 16, 2026, in the City of 
Buffalo, NY by suspected Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) Agent & being 
labeled a domestic terrorist by Erie County Business & Person Peter M. Vito & Associates 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

I am writing to request that you review the circumstances surrounding an assault against me that 
occurred on March 16, 2026, in the City of Buffalo, New York, not far from elmwood avenue. I 
am sending this letter simultaneously to law enforcement, prosecutors, state officials, federal 
authorities, elected representatives, and members of the media, and more because I believe this 
matter deserves an independent review after my previous reports to the FBI, NYS Governor 
Kathy Hochul and NYS Attorney General Letitia James have received little meaningful follow-
up. Despite repeatedly reporting this incident through official channels over the past four months, 
I have received little meaningful communication regarding whether the assault has been 
investigated. 

On the afternoon of March 16, 2026, I was walking on a sidewalk along a side street in Buffalo, 
NY – specifically Ashland Avenue, when a black Mazda CX-90 abruptly turned onto the 
street/sidewalk and intentionally blocked my path. A Black male exited the vehicle and 
immediately confronted me. Like a block of ice, I was frozen.  

Without warning, he rushed toward me at full speed, grabbed me by the neck area, and forcefully 
slammed me against a parked vehicle next to the sidewalk. I remember vividly being slammed 
against the rear of a large SUV. While strangling me by the neck area, he accused me of taking a 
photograph of his vehicle and demanded that I unlock my phone and delete the photo. He also 
threatened me with further bodily harm and death. 

Fearing for my safety, I complied. I unlocked my phone and showed him my photo gallery, 
which clearly demonstrated that I had not taken any photograph of his vehicle. Only after 
satisfying himself that no such photograph existed did he release me, returned to his vehicle, and 
fled away.  

I was able to photograph the vehicle and its Massachusetts license plate, 5FVN52. 

During the assault, an employee inside a nearby business witnessed what occurred. While I was 
being held against the parked vehicle, I made eye contact with her and repeatedly yelled for help. 
The woman ultimately stayed inside the shop, which was smart on her end as there was no telling 
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what my assaulter was going to do next. The following day I contacted the business by 
telephone, and the employee confirmed that she had been working at the time of the incident. I 
have audio recording of that conversation, and you can find the link further below. 

I also photographed the injuries to my neck area and back shortly after the assault. The 
photographs show what appear to be finger marks at the base of my neck along with bruising to 
my back area consistent with the force used during the attack. 

Because the individual forced me against my will to unlock my phone, which is consistent with 
Immigrations and Custom’s Enforcement behavior, and mentioned the words ICE, I contacted 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to report what had occurred. 

Since then, I have contacted the FBI multiple times and offered additional evidence, including 
photographs, audio recordings, the location of the assault, and the identity of the business where 
an eyewitness was present. To date, I have not been interviewed by an investigator regarding the 
assault. 

I also contacted the Office of NYS Governor Kathy Hochul, the Office of New York Attorney 
General Letitia James, and my congressional representative Tim Kennedy seeking assistance. 
Aside from automated acknowledgments, I have not received any indication that the assault has 
been investigated. 

The purpose of this letter is not to assign guilt without due process. My purpose is simply to ask 
that the evidence be reviewed and that this incident receives the attention it deserves. 

I currently possess evidence that includes: 

• A photograph of the suspect vehicle and Massachusetts license plate (5FVN52). 

• Photographs documenting injuries to my neck area and back immediately following the 
assault. 

• Audio recordings related to the eyewitness and my subsequent reporting of the incident to 
the FBI. 

• The name and location of the business where an employee witnessed the assault. 

This incident has had a lasting impact on my sense of safety. Being assaulted in broad daylight 
without apparent consequence—and then receiving little or no meaningful follow-up despite 
reporting the incident to numerous public agencies—has left me with the impression that my 
case has simply been overlooked. 

While a separate incident which occurred several years ago in 2019, I would also like to add that 
I’ve been falsely proclaimed part of a domestic terrorist organization by a Niagara County 
resident named Peter M. Vito who owns business Peter M. Vito Associates located in Erie 
County. Peter Vito, a purported private investigator went door to door including my family’s 



Page 3 of 10 
 

residence claiming I am part of a group classified as a terrorist organization by the FBI. Mr. Vito 
only made these claims after my family reported his two employees, who were DHS 
(Department of Homeland Security) employees, engaging in unlawful harassment of my family. 
Thankfully, I have video of Peter M. Vito and his sidekick making such “terrorist” statements 
about me. With that said, I am not a terrorist and have my B.S. in Accounting from the 
University at Buffalo and currently work full-time. It is best to reach me via e-mail due to my 
varied work schedule. 

Here’s the link to the video which you can view of Peter M. Vito proclaiming I am part of a 
terrorist organization: 

https://rifordmedia.com/trump-nominee-peter-vito-states-kevin-riford-is-domestic-terrorist-but-
who-is-peter-vito/ 

I respectfully ask that whoever receives this letter review the evidence, determine whether 
additional investigation is appropriate, and, if your office is not the proper authority, direct this 
matter to the appropriate agency. At a minimum, I would greatly appreciate acknowledgment that 
this information has been received and reviewed. I would be happy to engage in a confidential 
interview with any media outlets outlining exactly what has occurred in this letter.  

My goal is simple: that this assault and “domestic terrorist” claim be taken seriously. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Kevin Riford 
B.S. Accounting, University at Buffalo 
Investigative Journalist 
www.rifordmedia.com  

Email Copies Sent To: 

• Erie County District Attorney's Office 

• Erie County Sheriff’s Office 

• Buffalo Police Department 

• Office of Governor Kathy Hochul 

• Office of New York State Attorney General Letitia James 

• Federal Bureau of Investigation – Buffalo Field Office 

• ‘ICE’ Office of Professional Responsibility 

http://www.rifordmedia.com/
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• Local Buffalo Media Outlets 

• & More 

 

 

Emails: 

newsroom@wivb.com; investigates@wivb.com; Rob.Petree@wivb.com; 
patrick.ryan@wivb.com; angelica.gallagher@wivb.com; aidan.joly@wivb.com; 
Mark.Ludwiczak@wivb.com; daytimebuffalo@wivb.com; Chelsea.Lovell@wivb.com; 
Dave.Greber@wivb.com; Kelsey.Anderson@wivb.com; marlee.tuskes@wivb.com; 
Scott.Patterson@wivb.com; Jeff.Preval@wivb.com; Trina.Catterson@wivb.com; 
Hope.Winter@wivb.com; Gywn.Napier@wivb.com; Alexa.Beck@wivb.com; 
Ali.Touhey@wivb.com. 

scott.levin@wgrz.com; Maryalice.Demler@wgrz.com; Melissa.Holmes@wgrz.com; 
peter.gallivan@wgrz.com; kelly.dudzik@wgrz.com; Claudine.Ewing@wgrz.com; 
lauren.hall@wgrz.com; courtney.cortright@wgrz.com; patrick.hammer@wgrz.com; 
dan.russell@wgrz.com; nathan.benson@wgrz.com; Natalie.Faas@wgrz.com; 
rob.hackford@wgrz.com; dave.mckinley@wgrz.com; nate.mills@wgrz.com; 
moira.vaughan@wgrz.com; ron.plants@wgrz.com; chelsea.swift@wgrz.com. 

News@wkbw.com; ed.drantch@wkbw.com; taylor.anthony@wkbw.com; 
maki.becker@wkbw.com; adam.beam@wkbw.com; eileen.buckley@wkbw.com; 
derek.heid@wkbw.com; pheben.kassahun@wkbw.com; holly.kirkpatrick@wkbw.com; 
jiovanni.leiggi@wkbw.com; katie.morse@wkbw.com; jeff.russo@wkbw.com; 
michael.wooten@wkbw.com. 

mayorryan@buffalony.gov; Letitia.James@ag.ny.gov; Joshua_Allbrooks@schumer.senate.gov; 
lgny@exec.nygov; Governor.Hochul@exec.ny.gov; kirsten_gillibrand@gillibrand.senate.gov; 
kennedy@nysenate.gov; sheriff@erie.gov; county.executive@erie.gov; bbollman@city-
buffalo.com; north2@ch.ci.buffalo.ny.us; lhaltonpope@buffalony.gov; zeverhart@buffalony.gov; 
cscanlon@buffalony.gov; mnowakowski@city-buffalo.com; darivera@city-buffalo.com; 
rwyatt@city-buffalo.com; jeremy.toth@erie.gov; TIPS@BPDNY.ORG; asheilds@bpdny.org; 
michael.keane@erie.gov; ICEOPRIntake@ice.dhs.gov; Buffalo@fbi.gov 

MKenny@buffnews.com; elicata@buffnews.com; mmcandrew@buffnews.com; 
abesecker@buffnews.com; DHerbeck@buffnews.com; JZremski@buffnews.com; 
editor@buffnews.com. 
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EXHIBIT A – My bruising and marks left from 
my assaulter 
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EXHIBIT B – The vehicle driven by my assaulter 
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EXHIBIT C – Vehicle Inspection Report of Vehicle 
driven by my assaulter  
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EXHIBIT D – Form I filled out which is supposed to 
be sent to NYS Gov. Kathy Hochul and/or office 
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EXHIBIT E – Audio of woman who witnessed my 
assault 

 

Witness audio: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSOKHIbvZis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSOKHIbvZis
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EXHIBIT F – Link which contains Peter M. Vito video 
falsely proclaiming I am part of a domestic terrorist 

organization 

 

https://rifordmedia.com/trump-nominee-peter-vito-states-
kevin-riford-is-domestic-terrorist-but-who-is-peter-vito/ 


